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SELECTED PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Series Editor, Elgar Studies in Law and Politics 

Board of Directors, Fair Elections Center 

Advisory Board, Access Democracy / All Voting is Local 

Advisory Committee, Los Angeles County Voting Systems Assessment Project   

Board of Advisors, VoteRiders 

Counsel, Voting Rights Scholars, Amicus Brief, Brnovich v. DNC, Case No. 19-1257 (U.S. Jan. 
20, 2021). 

Counsel, John R. Dunne et al., Amicus Brief, Dep’t of Commerce v. New York, Case No. 18-966 
(U.S. Apr. 1, 2019). 

Counsel, NAACP LDF et al., Amicus Brief, Rucho v. Common Cause / Lamone v. Benisek, Case 
Nos. 18-422, 18-726 (U.S. Mar. 8, 2019). 

Counsel, Scholars and Historians of Congressional Redistricting, Amicus Brief, Ariz. State Legis. 
v. Ariz. Ind. Redistricting Comm’n, Case No. 13-1314 (U.S. Jan. 23, 2015).

Counsel, Current and Former Election Officials, Amicus Brief, Arcia v. Detzner, Case No. 12-
15738-EE (11th Cir. 2012). 

Peer Reviewer, Election Law Journal; Politics and Governance Journal 

BAR ADMISSIONS 

California State Bar 

New Jersey State Bar 

New York State Bar 

Washington, DC Bar  (Inactive) 

U.S. District Court for the Central District of California 

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit  

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit 

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit 

Supreme Court of the United States 
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MICHAEL J. STRUMWASSER 
 Senior Partner 
  
 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
STRUMWASSER & WOOCHER LLP, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
Senior Partner, 1991 – present 
 

Handles large-scale civil litigation in government law, economic regulation, education law, 
civil-rights, public finance, and environmental law. Represents and advises a wide range of public 
officials and agencies, public-interest groups, and private parties. As Special Counsel to California 
Insurance Commissioner, designed, implemented, and successfully defending the regulatory 
program for implementation of Proposition 103. Has represented Los Angeles Unified School 
District on a wide range of constitutional and statutory issues. Serves as counsel to the California 
Earthquake Authority on regulatory and financial issues, to the California Public Utilities 
Commission on its adjudicatory practices, and to labor unions on legislative and antitrust matters. 
He is co-author of the Rutter Guide, CALIFORNIA ADMINISTRATIVE LAW. 

 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF CALIFORNIA , LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
Special Assistant Attorney General, January 1983 – January 1991 
 

As legal and policy adviser to Attorney General John Van de Kamp, supervised and handled major 
litigation in antitrust, environment, insurance, energy, public utility regulation. Directed special 
projects on economic, environmental, natural resource, technical, and regulatory issues. 
Formulated legislation, represented Attorney General before California Legislature and Congress. 
Directed Department of Justice training program in trial and appellate advocacy. 

 
Deputy Attorney General, 1973 – 1983 

 
Advised and represented state officials and agencies in litigation involving environmental 
protection and natural resource management, energy regulation, federal preemption, torts, and 
condemnation. 

 
CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
Special Counsel, 1974 
 

Participated in establishing agency and initiating its regulatory programs. 
 
THE RAND CORPORATION, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
Consultant, 1965 – 1972 
 

Conducted quantitative research on various military and civilian projects, including analysis of 
criminal justice system. 
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REPRESENTATIVE MATTERS HANDLED 
 
EDUCATION LAW 
 

Los Angeles Unified School District. Counsel to the nation=s second-largest school district. 
Represented the District in a challenge to California=s allocation of state school bonds, resulting in 
LAUSD receiving an additional $650 million in existing funds and passage of historic $25.4 billion 
state bonds that gave overcrowded districts a priority right to the proceeds. Drafted Measure R, a 
local school bond measure that gave the District an additional $3.8 billion for school construction 
and modernization. Successfully defended the District=s random-weapons-search policy. 

 
INSURANCE REGULATION 
 

California Department of Insurance Unfair Insurance Practices Prosecution. Lead counsel for California 
Department of Insurance prosecuting PacifiCare Life & Health Ins. Co. For nearly a million unfair 
practices arising out of its acquisition by United Healthcare and subsequent errors in processing 
patient and provider claims. Hearing spanned over three yearsCthe largest hearing in the history 
of the Office of Administrative Hearings, resulting in a finding by the Commissioner of over 
900,000 violations and imposition of a penalty of $173.6 million, rendered in a precedent decision. 
 
Proposition 103 Implementation Litigation. After writing regulations implementing the insurance- 
reform initiative, tried test cases in administrative hearing and courts, culminating in unanimous 
California Supreme Court decision upholding the regulations and the refund orders and leading to 
over $1 billion in consumer rebates. Also handled litigation striking down invalid legislative 
amendments to Proposition 103, establishing federal-abstention bar to insurers attempting to 
block rate-regulation in federal court, and establishing procedures and scope of rate-regulation. 
Currently represents California Insurance Commissioner on Proposition 103 and other 
insurance-regulatory matters. 
 
California Earthquake Authority. Represents state agency created to write residential earthquake 
insurance, which had become unavailable after Northridge earthquake. Successfully defended 
agency=s rate in lengthy hearings involving extensive actuarial, economic, and geoseismic issues. 
Advises Authority on wide range of government- law issues, on economic and financial matters, 
and on actuarial and geoseismic analyses. Represents the Authority in litigation against a national 
bank for losses in an illegal investment it made with policyholder funds. 
 
State Insurance Regulators. Served as special counsel to Insurance Commissioners and other 
regulators in Texas, Washington, Missouri, and New Mexico on regulatory and antitrust issues. 
 
Insurance Antitrust Litigation. Supervised California investigation into manipulation of commercial 
and municipal liability insurance markets, resulting in nineteen states joining in federal-court suit. 

 
ENERGY AND PUBLIC-UTILITY REGULATION 
 

California Public Utilities Commission. Following revelation of illegal ex parte communications 
between California Public Utilities Commissioners and a regulated utility, Strumwasser & 
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Woocher has been retained by the CPUC to conduct an independent review of the commission=s 
ex parte and related practices and to recommend reforms. That review is presently underway. 
 
California Energy Crisis. In 2001, when California=s electricity-deregulation experiment became an 
unprecedented disaster, Strumwasser & Woocher represented TURN, the state's leading 
utility-ratepayer advocacy organization, in wide-ranging litigation to block a multi-billion-dollar 
bail-out of the utilities at the expense of consumers, litigation that involved many substantive and 
procedural public-law issues. The firm initially successfully defended decisions of the California 
Public Utilities Commission obtained by TURN, holding the utilities to the terms of the 
deregulation legislation. When the PUC entered a secret bail-out deal with one of the utilities, the 
firm initially succeeded in blocking the deal, obtaining a Ninth Circuit opinion that the PUC had 
violated state law but certifying the question to the California Supreme Court, which ruled to the 
contrary. 
 
California Independent System Operator. Retained by corporation that operates the bulk of California=s 
power grid to independently investigate legislative allegations that the corporation=s staff had 
manipulated the power markets during the energy crisis. 
 
PUC Intervenor Funding. Represented TURN in litigation establishing the right of consumer- 
representative intervenors to obtain funding for participating in judicial review in federal court. 
 
Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant. Supervised Attorney General=s intervention in Public Utilities 
Commission decision on rate-treatment of nuclear project. Negotiated historic settlement, in 
which utility agreed to take whole power plant out of rate base and instead accept compensation 
on the basis of electricity produced; expected to amount to a disallowance in excess of $2 billion. 
 
Department of Water Resources Power Program and Antitrust Litigation. Conducted major antitrust 
litigation on behalf of the California Department of Water Resources against the state=s three 
private utilities. Negotiated settlements and a series of contracts that liberated DWR from the 
utilities= control and made it a major power utility in its own right, able to buy and sell electricity to 
minimize the costs of the State Water Project. Advised the Director of Water Resources on 
development and implementation of its long-range program for supplying power to the State 
Water Project on bond requirements, competitive bidding, CEQA compliance, and Burns-Porter 
Act authority for power plant construction and power contracts. 
 
Southern California Edison-San Diego Gas & Electric Merger. Directed Attorney General=s team that 
successfully challenged utility merger on antitrust, environmental, and ratemaking grounds. 

 
ECONOMIC REGULATION AND ANTITRUST LAW 
 

California v. American Stores. Directed Attorney General=s antitrust challenge to $2.5 billion 
supermarket merger. Case resulted in U.S. Supreme Court decision establishing private remedy of 
divestiture under Clayton Act and agreement to divest supermarket chain, leading to the U.S. 
Supreme Court decision recognizing a private right of action for corporate mergers in violation of 
the Clayton Act. 
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State ex rel. Van de Kamp v. Texaco. Lead counsel on Attorney General=s antitrust challenge to 
oil-company merger, resulting in California Supreme Court holding that California antitrust law 
does not apply to mergers. 

Grocery Chain Merger.  Advised and represented the United Food and Commercial Workers in 
challenging the merger of two large grocery-store chains.  Secured conditions on the merger 
protective of the workers= collective bargaining agreement and rights to organize. 

Industrial Laundry Antitrust. Counsel to UNITE HERE challenging mergers in the industrial- 
laundry industry, in which many of the union=s members are employed. 

CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS AND CIVIL RIGHTS 

Presidential Eligibility.  Represented President Barack Obama, Vice President Joe Biden, and the 57 
California Electors to the Electoral College in defeating a case brought by the losing candidate of 
the American Independent Party challenging the President=s eligibility to serve in office under the 
Anatural born citizen@ clause of the Constitution. 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Special counsel to the Assistant Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development on homeowners= insurance redlining. 

Anti-SLAPP Litigation. In two separate cases, successfully invoked the state law against strategic 
lawsuits against public participation to dismiss cases that had been brought to intimidate people 
speaking out on environmental issues. One case resulted in the second appellate opinion ever 
construing the statute, establishing the breadth of its protection. 

Sweatshop Class Action. Represented class of garment workers denied minimum-wage and overtime 
pay, resulting in $1.5 million settlement for 350 workers. 

Native-American Religious Rights. Counsel for Native Americans challenging state university=s 
desecration of sacred sites, successfully blocking construction of parking lot and strip mall on 
remains of ancient village. 

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 

Proposition 65 Litigation. Represented workers who contracted lead-poisoning at their brass- 
manufacturing factory. Obtained injunction requiring clean-up and monitoring and substantial 
monetary award. 

Santa Clarita Development Litigation. Represented environmental and homeowner groups in CEQA 
litigation over developments in the Santa Clarita Valley, winning significant mitigation measures. 

Diablo Canyon Health and Safety Review. Lead attorney of team representing Governor of California 
in the Nuclear Regulatory Commission=s health and safety review of the design and construction 
of the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Plant. Litigation involved seismology, structural and electrical 
engineering, quality control. 
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Sears v. State. Successfully defended waste discharge requirements imposed by Regional Water 
Quality Control Board in jury trial. 
 
Medfly Spraying. Advised Attorney General and supervised litigation over the state=s program to 
eradicate Mediterranean Fruit Flies by aerial application of Malathion.  Legal issues involved state 
statutes regulating pesticides, Proposition 65, and state emergency declarations. Technical issues 
pertained to epidemiological studies of long-term exposure to Malathion and chemical testing for 
extremely minute amounts of heavy metals. 
 
Vehicle-Emission Regulation. Defeated quasi-contract and inverse-condemnation claims against Air 
Resources Board by a manufacturer of emission-control device. 
 
People v. Southern Pacific. Represented Department of Forestry in three-week jury trial in Mendocino 
Superior Court, securing verdict for state recovering full costs for suppressing fire in Eel River 
Canyon. 
 
Lake Tahoe. Counsel to the California-Tahoe Regional Planning Agency in state- and federal- court 
litigation involving vested-rights and interpretation of bistate compact. 
 
Solid Waste Management Board. From 1976 to 1979, served as Attorney General=s legal adviser to the 
State Solid Waste Management Board (now the Integrated Waste Management Board).  Advised 
board on state solid waste management planning statutes, Resource Conservation and Recovery 
Act, Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act, CEQA, and related statutes. 
 
Building Code Action v. Energy Commission. Defended energy-conservation building code against 
challenge based on CEQA and the Warren-Alquist Act. Conducted one- week trial entailing issues 
of heat-flow, computer modeling, and architecture. 
 
California Energy Commission. Advised State Energy Resources Conservation and Development 
Commission on matters of energy conservation and power plant siting. Legal issues involved 
federal preemption, interpretation of Warren-Alquist Act, and CEQA. 
 
Historic Preservation. Represented State Historic Preservation Officer in challenge to Army Corps of 
Engineers project.  
 

PRINCIPAL REPORTED CASES 
 

Consumer Watchdog v. Dep't of Managed Health Care, 225 Cal.App. 4th 862 (2014) 
 

Steinberg v. Chiang, 223 Cal. App. 4th 338, 167 Cal. Rptr. 3d 249 (2014) 
 

Los Angeles Unified Sch. Dist. v. Cnty. of Los Angeles, 217 Cal. App. 4th 597, 158 Cal. Rptr. 3d 488 
(2013), review denied (Oct. 2, 2013) 
 
California Earthquake Authority v. Metropolitan West Securities, LLC, 285 F.R.D. 585 (2012) 

 
Service Employees Intern. Union, Local 1000 v. Brown, 197 Cal.App.4th 252 (2011) 
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Keyes v. Bowen, 189 Cal.App.4th 647 (2010) 
 

California Earthquake Authority v. Metropolitan West Securities, LLC, 712 F.Supp.2d 1124 (2010) 
 

Arterberry v. County of San Diego, 182 Cal.App.4th 1528 (2010) 
 

Utility Reform Network v. Public Utilities Com'n of State of Cal., 166 Cal.App.4th 522 (2008) 
 

Californians For An Open Primary v. McPherson, 38 Cal.4th 735 (2006) 
 

Foundation for Taxpayer and Consumer Rights v. Garamendi, 132 Cal.App.4th 1354 (2005) 
 

Motevalli v. Los Angeles Unified School Dist., 122 Cal.App.4th 97, 18 Cal.Rptr.3d 562, 191 Ed.Law Rep. 
838 (2004) 

 
Southern California Edison Co. v. Public Utilities Com'n of State of California, 117 Cal.App.4th 1039, 12 

Cal.Rptr.3d 441 (2004) 
 

Southern California Edison Co. v. Lynch, 307 F.3d 794 (9th Cir. 2002) 
 
Southern California Edison Co. v. Lynch, 353 F.3d 648 (9th Cir. 2003) 

 
Southern California Edison Co. v. Peevey, 31 Cal.4th 781, 74 P.3d 795, 3 Cal.Rptr.3d 703, Util. L.Rep. P. 

26,855 (2003) 
 

State Farm Mutual Automobile Ins. Co. v. Quackenbush, 77 Cal.App.4th 65, 91 Cal.Rptr.2d 381 (1999) 
 
Fireman=s Fund Ins. Co. v. Quackenbush, 52 Cal.App.4th 599, 60 Cal.Rptr.2d 732 (1997) 

 
Native American Heritage Comm=n v. Board of Trustees of the California State University, 51 Cal.App.4th 675, 

59 Cal.Rptr.2d 402 (1997) 
 

20th Century Ins. Co. v. Garamendi, 8 Cal.4th 216, 878 P.2d 566, 32 Cal.Rptr.2d 108 (1995) 
 

Amwest Surety Ins. Co. v. Wilson, 11 Cal.4th 1243, 906 P.2d 1112, 48 Cal.Rptr.2d 12 (1995) 
 

Dixon v. Superior Court, 30 Cal.App.4th 733, 36 Cal.Rptr.2d 687, 23 Media L.Rep. 1663 (1994) 
 

Fireman=s Fund Ins. Co. v. Quackenbush, 87 F.3d 290 (9th Cir. 1996) affirming 790 F.Supp. 938 (N.D. 
Cal. 1992) 

 
California v. American Stores, 495 U.S. 271, 110 S.Ct. 1853, 109 L.Ed.2d 240, 58 U.S.L.W. 4529, 

1990-1 Trade Cas. (CCH) &69,003 (1990) 
 

Calfarm Insurance Co. v. Deukmejian, 48 Cal.3d 805, 771 P.2d 1247, 258 Cal.Rptr. 161 (1989) 
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Pacific Gas and Electric Co. (Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant) 30 Cal.P.U.C.2d 189, 99 P.U.R.4th 141 

(1989) 
 

State ex rel. Van de Kamp v. Texaco, 46 Cal.3d 1147, 762 P.2d 385, 252 Cal.Rptr. 221, 1988-2 Trade 
Cas. (CCH) &68,288 (1988) 

 
Asarco, Inc. v. Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 777 F.2d 764 (D.C. Cir. 1985) 

 
Pacific Gas and Electric Co. (Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant, Units 1 and 2), ALAB-811, 21 N.R.C. 

1622 (1985); ALAB-763, 19 N.R.C. 571 (1984); ALAB-756, 18 N.R.C. 1340 (1983) 
 

People v. Southern Pacific, 139 Cal.App.3d 627, 188 Cal.Rptr. 913 (1983) 
 

Southern California Edison Company, 20 FERC &61,301 (1982) 
 

Pacific Gas and Electric Co. (Stanislaus Nuclear Project, Unit No. 1), 9 N.R.C. 683 (1979) 
 

Air Quality Products, Inc. v. State of California, 96 Cal.App.3d 340, 157 Cal.Rptr. 791 (1979) 
 

Hayes v. State of California, 11 Cal.3d 469, 521 P.2d 855, 113 Cal.Rptr. 599 (1974) 
 

Hirsch v. Department of Motor Vehicles, 42 Cal.App.3d 252, 115 Cal.Rptr. 452 (1974) 

46



 
 
 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OPINIONS 
 

73 Ops.Cal.Atty.Gen. 366 (1990) (competitive effects of utility merger) 
 

60 Ops.Cal.Atty.Gen. 252 (1977) (relationship of solid waste management, other environmental 
statutes) 

 
ACADEMIC 
 

J.D. 1973, UCLA School of Law 
 
M.S. 1970, Business Statistics, UCLA Graduate School of Management 
 
B.A. 1968, Political Science, UCLA  

 
BAR MEMBERSHIPS 
 

United States Supreme Court 
 
United States Courts of Appeals for the Fifth, Ninth, Eleventh, and District of Columbia Circuits 
 
United States District Courts for Central, Northern, and Eastern Districts of California 
 
California Supreme Court 
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ANDREA SHERIDAN ORDIN 
Senior Counsel 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

STRUMWASSER & WOOCHER LLP, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
Senior Counsel, 2018 – present 

Special Master and Independent Monitor appointed by the U.S. District Court Judge Dolly 
Gee to monitor compliance with the Flores Settlement Agreement, a federal consent decree 
that sets standards for the care and treatment of migrant children.  Served as special counsel 
to the Orange County Civil Grand Jury as it investigated allegations of improper use of 
jailhouse informants by the Sheriff and District Attorney.  Represents public entities and 
public-interest clients in a range of regulatory, environmental, and anti-trust litigation.   

LOS ANGELES CITY ETHICS COMMISSION, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
Commissioner and Vice President, 2017 – Present 

Member of the Commission charged with the shaping and enforcing laws regarding 
governmental ethics, conflicts of interest and campaign financing in the City. 

PEPPERDINE LAW SCHOOL, MALIBU, CALIFORNIA 
Adjunct Professor, 2013 – 2016 

Teach “Government Lawyering” – a course designed to provide the student with a real world 
understanding of the practicalities and ethical dilemmas when representing State, Local and 
Federal governments. 

LOS ANGELES BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
County Senior Deputy to Supervisor Hilda Solis, 2014 – 2015 

Joined the staff of Supervisor Hilda Solis for four months to assist in transition. Advised the 
Supervisor and her staff on legal policy and issues of environmental protection and assisted in 
recruiting and training of new staff members. 

LOS ANGELES BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
President, 2012 – 2013 

At the request of Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, returned to serve on the Los Angeles Board of 
Police Commissioners as President. Under the City Charter, the Board of Police 
Commissioners is the head of the Police Department. The Board sets overall policy while the 
Chief of Police manages the daily operations of the Department and implements the Board’s 
policy decisions and goals. Provided leadership in increasing the effectiveness of the Inspector 
General and completing final negotiations ending federal oversight of the department. 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
County Counsel, 2010 – 2012 
 

The Office of the County Counsel and its 250 lawyers serves as attorney for, and provides legal 
advice and representation to the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, 40 County 
departments, and other public officers and agencies. One hundred of the lawyers practice in 
Dependency Court representing the Department of Children and Family Services, to protect 
the best interests of the more than 35,000 children in its jurisdiction. 
 
The County Counsel, working closely with the County Counsel Division Chiefs, supervised 
and often participated personally in the litigation the County handled by more than forty 
outside law firms.  

 
MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
Partner, 1993 – 2005 
Senior Counsel, 2005 – 2010  
 

Legal practice focused on complex business, environmental litigation and internal corporate 
investigations. Appeared regularly in state and federal courts. Co-chaired and obtained a 
unanimous defense verdict for the firm’s client after a 3-week jury trial in which plaintiff had 
alleged $300 million in consequential damages. 
 
Managed the Los Angeles and Orange County pro bono programs for the firm and worked 
regularly with Public Counsel, Legal Aid and Neighborhood Legal Services. Served as a Board 
Member of Children’s Law Center of California. 

 
UCLA LAW SCHOOL, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
Full-Time Adjunct Professor, 1992 – 1993 
 

Taught required second-year course “Legal Ethics” and third-year seminar, “The Government 
Lawyer.” 

 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL FOR THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
Chief Assistant Attorney General, 1983 – 1991 
 

Headed the Division of Public Rights. Responsibilities included supervision of the 140 lawyers 
and other professionals in the Division of Public Rights assigned to the Antitrust, Consumer 
Protection, Environment, and Civil Rights sections. 
 
Responsible for litigation and legislation in the Public Rights Division and appeared 
periodically in the trial and appellate courts, for example arguing Nollan v. Coastal Commission, in 
the United States Supreme Court; California v. Levi Strauss, in the California Supreme Court, and 
California v. American Stores, in the District Court, and sitting second chair in the case of 
California v. ARC America in the United States Supreme Court. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
United States Attorney, 1977 – 1981 

The third woman in history to be appointed by the President of the United States to the 
position. Responsibilities in the Central District of California included the supervision of 
the 95 Assistant U.S. Attorneys assigned to the Criminal, Civil and Tax Divisions in Los 
Angeles and oversight of the Department of Justice lawyers trying cases in the District. 

The Central District of California includes the counties of Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, 
San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara and Ventura. Appeared periodically in the 
Ninth Circuit on civil and criminal appeals. Developed and chaired joint state, local and 
federal task forces to enforce criminal and civil rights law. 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
Assistant District Attorney, 1975 – 1977 

The third ranking position in an office of more than 550 lawyers and approximately 1,500 
investigative and support personnel. In addition to general administrative responsibilities, the 
Assistant District Attorney supervised filings and proceedings brought by the 60 lawyers in the 
Juvenile Division. Working with District Attorney, John Van de Kamp, sponsored juvenile 
justice reform legislation in Sacramento. Participated in drafting the first Affirmative Action 
program for the District Attorney’s office, as well as drafting and advocating in Washington, 
D.C., the first grant proposal for the Hard Core Gang Prosecution Unit.

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL FOR THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
Deputy Attorney General, 1965 – 1972 

Assigned to the following Sections: Criminal Appeals, Consumer Protection and Civil Rights. 
Handled both civil and criminal trial and appellate cases for the Sections, handling more than 
60 State court appeals, including four arguments before the California Supreme Court 
expanding the rights of California consumers. While in the Civil Rights unit, brought cases 
against housing developments and employment agencies for racial discrimination and co-tried 
desegregation cases against the School Districts of Bakersfield and San Diego. Drafted the first 
juvenile court appellate brief after the Supreme Court decision, In Re Gault and advised the 
Attorney General on juvenile justice presentations. 

AWARDS 

SHATTUCK PRICE LIFETIME AWARD 
Los Angeles County Bar Association, 2011 

PRECUSOR PARA JUSTICIA AWARD (PIONEER OF JUSTICE AWARD) 
Mexican American Bar Foundation, 2002 

TRAILBLAZER AWARD 
Los Angeles County Bar Association & Women Lawyers of Los Angeles, 2002 
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U.S. DISTRICT COURT, SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS, JUDGE DIANA SALDAÑA, 
Laredo, TX 
Law Clerk, September 2014 – September 2015 

Assisted Judge Saldaña in all aspects of civil and criminal trial practice by conducting legal 
research, preparing memoranda, and drafting opinions.  

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, WHITE HOUSE COUNSEL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, DC 
Summer Law Clerk, June 2012 – August 2012  

Reviewed legal basis of proposed policies and administrative actions. 

Vetted White House staff candidates and proposed White House staff activities for 
compliance with ethics statutes, regulations, and Executive Orders.  

Assisted litigation and oversight attorneys with document review of sensitive 
communications between Administration officials related to pending cases, FOIA requests, 
and congressional investigations. 

EDUCATION 

STANFORD LAW SCHOOL, Juris Doctor, 2014 

Journals: Articles Editor, Stanford Law Review; Senior Editor, Stanford Law and Policy Review 

Clinical Experience: Certified Law Student, Criminal Defense Clinic 

Leadership/Activities: Co-Chair, Stanford Latino Law Students Association; Member, 
American Constitution Society; Research Assistant to Professor Nate Persily, Senior 
Research Director, Presidential Commission on Election Administration; Volunteer, 
Naturalization Pro Bono Project; Drafting Fellow, American Legislative and Issue Campaign 
Exchange  

HARVARD KENNEDY SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT, Master of Public Administration, 2014 

STANFORD UNIVERSITY, Bachelor of Arts in History, 2007 
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